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AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0028 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PGOV ET 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF PMAC MEMBER 

REF: ADDIS 0096 

IT GENERAL KNOWLEDGE IN ASMARA THAT DIRG MEMBER, PETTY OFFICER 
MIKAEL, WAS SHOT TO DEATH ON OR ABOUT JANUARY 1. P.O. MIKAEL 
REPORTEDLY WAS IN ASMARA IN COMPANY OF MAJ. BERHANU BAYAHU AND 
POLITBURO HEAD HAILE FID A, AND BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIS CHIEF, CAPT. MOGES WOLDE-MIKAEL, NEW 
CHAIRMAN POLITICAL COMNITTEE OF PMAC, TO KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON 
HIS COMPANIONS. REPORTS HERE ALLEGE LTCOL MENGISTU HAD ORDERED 
THAT P.O. MIKAEL BE KILLED IN A MANNER TO MAKE IT APPEAR ACCID- 
ENTAL. EXPLANATION GIVEN OUT IN ASMARA FOR HIS DEATH CHARGES HE 
WAS CAUGHT PASSING SECRET INFORMATION TO ENEMIES; ALLEGEDLY 
P.O. MIKAEL RESISTED AREST, INSISTING HE WOULD ONLY SUBMIT TO 
NAVY CUSTODY, AND BEGAN SHOOTING INJURING AT LEAST ONE SOLDIER 
BEFORE HE WAS SHOT DEAD. 
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